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Toc H isa Movement of people who seek to 
build friendships, and offer service, across the 
barriers that usually divide us from one 
another. The basic unit is a group - at best a 
good cross-section of the local neighbour- 
hood - which meets together regularly, and 
seeks to serve the community around it. 

Toe I was founded in 1915 by the Revd 

PB ‘Tubby’ Clayton, and since then has been 
providing opportunities for people to test the 
Christian way by practical experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 


To welcome all in friendship and lessen by 
habit of thought, word and deed the 
prejudices which separate people. 


To give personal service. 


To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views of 
others. 


To acknowledge the spiritual nature of 
man and to test the Christian way by 
trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas about 

Toc H and about the world, as well as a 
record of Toc H service. Its title derives from 
the third of these Four Points. Letters, articles 
and news items are welcomed and should be 
addressed to The Editor, Point three, at the 
address below. 


Opinions expressed (including the editorial) 
are those of the individual contributors and 
not necessarily those of the Toc H Movement. 


Point three is available from Toc H HQ. 
Price: 30p per copy or £3.60 per annum. 
Any contribution towards the high cost of 
postage will be gratefully accepted. 


Toc H, | Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP22 6BT 
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Fifty years on... 


! igh tri he task of reconciliat; 
to pay high tribute to t k of reconciliation }_. 
er D Toc H, particularly in this special en being 
May the theme of peace and reconciliation prevail through 
out the world this year, for the sake of past and future £ 


generations. Mr Fujii (Japanese Ambassador) 


was the anniversary of Victory over Ja 
ae ta marked 50 years of the final end of the wal 
with the cessation of hostilities in the Pacific. Toc H 
marked this important occasion with the second of its Share 
the Peace vigils, when people throughout the country paya 
up an hour of their time to hold a vigil for peace. ! 


The generous words of the Japanese Ambassador, (quoted 
in this column), in paying tribute to Toc H, will be particu- 
larly welcome to those members who were prisoners of war 
in the Far East during World War II. The ability to remem. 
ber without bitterness is a lesson to us all, and it is with 
great pride therefore that we have included in this issue a 
poem from Reg Normandale of Wellingborough Men’s 
Branch, who was a Japanese POW for four years. As Reg 
says, it is possible to forgive but never to forget. This 
brings great poignancy to the words, 


‘At the going down of the sun, and in the morning - 
we will remember them’. 


As we daily hear of the appalling tragedy of Bosnia, we 
remember those who have died throughout the last half 
century - through being caught up in conflicts that were not 
of their own making. As long as we still have our humani- 
ty, we will never forget those people who have suffered and 
died in their attempts to help prevent or stop wars; nor the 
innocent victims, caught up in the crossfire. 

Ruth Boyd 


An Important Announcement 


In the interests of communicating directly with all Toc H 
members and encouraging them to take a more active inter- 
est in the Movement, Point three will be mailed out indi- 
vidually each month to every member, from the beginning 
of the next financial year (April). We hope that this will 
keep members much better informed. 


Some members feel very isolated and we hope that they 
will feel more of a sense of belonging when they are com- 
municated with on a regular basis. There will be no fixed 
subscription rate to the magazine and we do not automati- 
cally expect members to pay for this service. However, the 
response from members who have been consulted about 
this new scheme has been most enthusiastic, and we very 
much hope that many members will feel able to continue to 


make an annual contribution towards the cost of printing 
and postage. 


We will be Producing ten issues of the magazine each year, 


by running the August/September issues and the 
ecember/January issues together. 


ing Gets Tough 


hen things are tough, I mean really 
tough, our American cousins have a 
; very apt phrase for summarising the 
situation - ‘being between a rock and a hard 
place’. Toc H, at this particular time, finds itself 
well and truly between a rock and a hard place! 


As we seek to find solutions to the problems that 
threaten to engulf our Movement, those entrusted 
with the onerous responsibility of finding the 
way forward are in a position that surely none 
can envy. Whatever the outcome in terms of the 
decisions that are made and acted upon, the 
dilemma is always the same. On the one hand, 
because of the seriousness of our situation, it is 
almost certain that every decision that we make 
will bring some degree of pain and distress. The 
alternative is no better, and that is to make no 
decision at all and thus to heap coals onto the 
fire. I thank God for the Toc H Compass, for it 
is at times such as this that we need to draw on 
all four Points. 


Reductions in Spe nding 


While appreciating that any saving is valuable, as 
indeed is any donation or contribution to the 
Movement, one does not eradicate a deficit of 

£1 million without taking some radical action. 
The CEC Task Force has therefore had to con- 
centrate its attention, and will be continuing to 
do so, on areas of Toc H where significant reduc- 
tions in spending can be made without causing 
irreparable damage to our development work 
through members and staff. 


We have therefore had to look very critically in 
the first instance at those areas and activities 
where the cost of supporting them is far in excess 
of the benefits returned to the Movement. It was 
against this scenario that the decision was taken 
to disband the Training Department and as a 
direct consequence to make the post of Head of 
Training redundant. By the same token we have 
had to take a very hard and long look at 
Cuddesdon and Lindridge Houses, both of which 
have for some time been carrying a substantial 
deficit. The decision to suspend our current 
operations at both houses was as painful to make 
and communicate, as it was to receive. Again, 
staff redundancies have been just one consequence 
of this action. 


er Tee 
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This does not necessarily mean the end of our 
work through either of these houses. We have a 
period of time between now and the Autumn to 
consider all possible options as to how, cost effec- 
tively, we can put Cuddesdon and Lindridge 
Houses to best use for our Movement. If you 
have any thoughts, any ideas, no matter how out- 
landish they may seem, do let me know and I 
will pass on all offerings to the two small groups 
investigating these possibilities. 


e have, of course, made cutbacks else- 
\ \ / where, and we are urgently applying 
time and energy to investigating a wide 
range of opportunities to realise more income for 


the Movement, but these things take time and 
that is one thing that we are short of. 


Our Future Financial stability 


Through this article I have been able to share 
with you, hard though it has been, some of the 
major steps that we have taken to date. Before 
you all write to me saying ‘why haven’t you 
done this?’ or ‘why haven’t you done that?”’, let 
me state clearly that virtually every possibility for 
ensuring Toc H’s future financial stability and 
ultimate growth is being systematically worked 
through. I think I can say without fear or favour 
that absolutely no stone will remain unturned. 


I will continue to keep you informed through the 
pages of Point three and Director’s Notes. As 
always I welcome your comments, even though I 
know that some of them will be hard to take. 


I return to where I began. Toc H is between a 
rock and a hard place, but with courage and 
determination and with faith we will find a way 
through. 

Mike Lyddiard 


Covenant your annual financial gift to Toc H 
You can significantly increase your donation at no 
extra cost to yourself. If, for example, you give £30 a 
year and you pay tax at the standard rate (25%) the 
tax man will give us another £9.90 on top of your 


gift. 


Autumn Project Booklet available September 
Toc H needs £15,000 to cover the cost of producing 


and distributing the Project Programme. This 
important publication promotes Toc H projects to a 
wide audience. If every branch could run an extra 
fundraising event and ratse £41 then we could do it. 
Please help if you can. 


For more information and a covenant form, 
contact Mike Lyddiard at Wendover. 
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orthamptonshire’s Brixworth Country 

Park is located five miles north of 

Northampton, linked to the town by 
the A508. It is highly accessible and, with its 
750 acre reservoir, offers the most important 
water resource in the county - with facilities for 
sailing, fly fishing and bird watching - as well as 
the enjoyment of over 40 acres of grassland. 


Northants District of Toc H, who are blessed 
with having stalwart member Harry Graham as 
Chairman of the Planning and Transport 
Committee of Northants County Council, decid- 
ed to mark our 80th anniversary with a large- 
scale project to provide access for the disabled at 
Brixworth. The branches in Northants District 
responded to the idea with enthusiasm, as did the 
Mid-East Region, under the chairmanship of 
Alan Brooke. 


The first phase of this exciting project is the cre- 
ation of a wildlife pond at the lowest point of the 
park and the construction of paths, with suitable 
gradients. This five-year project plan - taking us 
up to the Millennium - will have further features, 
including a maze, orchard, wildflower meadow, 
Picnic area, accessible bird hides and a sensory 
garden. However, the original £110,000 Proposal 
has grown into a project which will be on a 
much larger scale and will provide considerable 
publicity potential for Toc H. In partnership 


with Northants County Council and Anglian 
Water, who have each committed a capital con- 
tribution of £260,000, together with the British 
Trust for Conservation Volunteers who have 
committed £10,000, Toc H are hoping to raise 
£200,000 - spread over five years - as their contri- 
bution. It is hoped that a significant part of this 
sum will be accepted ‘in kind’, i.e. as the value of 
the work put in by volunteers. 


The intention is to apply for a grant from the 
Millennium Fund for the sum of £715,000, which 
is equal to 49% of the total project. If the appli- 
cation is accepted - out of 500 voluntary sector 
bids for Millennium funding, the Brixworth Park 
Project is one of 82 that have been shortlisted - 
this will result in the project becoming a one and 
a half million pound venture. 


ne of the highlights of the proposal is 

the creation of a ‘Cycle Trail’ around 

the entire perimeter of the reservoir, in 
addition to the series of footpaths and trails 
which will provide easy access - creating miles of 
trails from recycled materials - for people with 
disabilities, as well as improving access for walk- 
ers and fishermen. The existing Visitor Centre 
will be extended to provide accommodation and 
an education wing, and there will be a 200 unit 
cycle hire centre which will also provide cycles 
for visitor’s with disabilities. 


Ruth Boyd 


wos Nature Reserve Project 
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ne of the most exciting developments 

for Toc H in North Wales in recent 

years has undoubtedly been the growth 
of the Friendship Circle in Holyhead, capital 
city of Holy Island at the North West tip of 
Anglesey, which has been greatly encouraged by 
the tireless efforts of Gwen Pollock. In 
December 1994 the Circle became a fully consti- 
tuted Toc H Friendship Circle Branch, with 
over 20 Toc H members who meet weekly and 
explore a varied and active programme of friend- 
ship and service. This has attracted younger 
members, who have encouraged the Branch to 
not only become proactive in the community, 
but also to make decisions about what could be 
done to satisfy those needs. Phil Grey, secretary 
of the Friendship Branch, explains how this has 
led to the birth of an ambitious Focal Point 
Project : 


Thinking positively has resulted in a project to 
improve access to a local nature reserve which 
we use as a focal point for our activities in 
Holyhead. This involves the considerable devel- 
opment of existing paths at Penrhos Coastal 
Park, in order to provide an improved level of 
access without detracting from the nature of the 
setting. Plans include a path to the tea room, 
allowing access to its facilities away from the 
traffic of the park’s main entrance, and then 
opening up access to the park’s ecology. There 


* Holyhead Opportur® 


mddiriedolaeth Cyf.. 
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is a core group of 10 Toc H volunteers working 
on the project. 


The park is much favoured by Anglesey resi- 
dents as an ideal way to experience nature. It is 
an historic estate of 200 acres within an area of 
outstanding natural beauty and offering the 
enjoyment of both woodland and coast, with a 
wide variety of wildlife. It is currently owned 
by Anglesey Aluminium Metal Ltd and public 
access was granted in 1972. We have developed 
a scheme which is manageable, achieveable and 
maintainable, with considerable support from 
Glyn Morris, the estate manager. Anglesey 
Aluminium have been impressed by our propos- 
al and have paid £5000 towards materials, tools 
and professional fees. This has enabled us to 
bring in an expert in path construction to 
finalise the details of the scheme. We have also 
been supported by the Holyhead Opportunities 
Trust, who have provided us with a meeting 
place, administrative support and volunteers to 
work on the project. 


ork began on 6 June, with dry stone 

walling, path laying and ground clear- 

ance. There is no vehicular access to 
the site so all the materials, including stone and 
gravel, have to be barrowed nearly a quarter of a 
mile and all digging is done with a mattock and 


spade. Cliff Newman/Phil Grey 


conciliation 


i decid- 
o my husband David and | 
ed to a Poland - two rabbis returning i, 
the land that had been a centre of Jewish i e 
and study for 600 years. Since the Holocaust, the 


country now contains no more than 3000 Jews of 
the original two and a quarter million. 


Our reasons for going were complex, we are both 
of Ashkenazi es the term used to refer to Jews 
whose families originate from Poland or Russia. 
We discovered, when we were talking to family 
about the proposed trip, that two great-aunts never 
made it to England, they were murdered in a 
pogrom led by the local Catholic priest. We had 
learned in rabbinical school of many famous Polish 
rabbis and sages and wanted to visit the place 
where they flourished and we wanted to say 
Kaddish, the prayer for the dead, in Auschwitz- 
Birkenau, that place of overwhelming horror. As it 
turned out, we were not the only people on our trip 
who wanted to visit the camp, there was also a 
Catholic priest and his housekeeper who wished to 
visit the shrine of the Blessed Maximilian Kolbe, a 
Polish priest who had made the supreme sacrifice, 
offering to go to his death in the place of a Jew 
who had family dependents. 


As chance would have it, we visited the Shrine of 
the black Madonna in Czestachowa on the way 
from Warsaw to Cracow. Warsaw had been an 
unsettling experience, a place of ghosts and memo- 
ries, where the memorial to the Jewish ghetto fight- 
ers at Mila 18 was disfigured by graffiti. At first I 
had assumed that this was the ordinary kind done 
by bored kids all over the world, but that was naive 
of me, this graffiti said, ‘Arbeit macht frei’, the 
German phrase meaning ‘Work makes free’, which 
was inscribed over the gates of Auschwitz. 


ut Czestachowa was a revelation, it was 
B huge, full of the feelings of devotion of the 

hundreds of Catholics that go there every 
day, so many hundreds of Catholics that they con- 
stantly repeat masses without end, and without 
prayerbooks, these deeply religious people know 
all the responses off by heart. The centrepoint of 
the service is when, after a trumpet voluntary, a 
great silver screen comes up to reveal the icon of 
the black Madonna. No religious individual could 
fail to be moved by such a numinous experience, 
particularly people interested, as we are. in the 
feminine aspect of the divine. 


And then we went to Cracow, centre of Jewish 
learning for hundreds of years, where some of the 
greatest rabbis of all time are buried. And then, 
still with the beauty and power of our experience in 
Czestachowa ringing in our ears, we went to 
Auschwitz, the heart of darkness. Contrary to 


one’s image, the camp 1s noi tn open ccantry, jt: 7 


of alittle Polish town. We had a puideq it ig 
saa the barracks with displays of suitea , 
eyeglasses and crutches and hair and gold teel Be 
religious artefacts, till some people could bee 
more. The Catholic priest who had come al] the 
way from England to honour a Catholic m e 
never did so, he felt sickened by the sheer evi 
the place and couldn’t bring himself to go into a 
particular barracks. On the way back to the hotel 
people were silent and he asked David to say a 
prayer, to read from the psalms, anything to dint 
ish the pall of evil that was hanging over us all. 
Afterwards he said a prayer and another group 
member brought us flowers as a token of esteem 
and a way of showing that they respected the oan 
that the Jewish participants had suffered in that 


terrible place. 


ed us, and returned again and again was how 

such a religious people, so steeped in 
Christianity could collude with such barbarism 
happening in their midst. How could the Catholic 
people of the Polish countryside see the endless 
trains that went full to Birkenau and returned 
empty, and smell that awful cloying smell of the 
smoke that rose from the chimneys and not ask 
why, and turn their backs and pretend that they 
didn’t know what was going on? That question 
returned this summer when we watched the VE 
Day celebrations, grateful to the courageous British 
soldiers, sailors and airmen who had freed Europe 
from Nazi tyranny. We British Jews had more rea- 
son than most to be grateful. As many people said 
to their children and grandchildren, were it not for 
the courage and sacrifice of this country and its 
allies, we would not be alive. 


B ut afterwards one of the questions that haunt- 


So how is it possible to achieve reconciliation with 
a post-war Germany? How is it possible to make 
sense of the fact that one of the most civilised 
countries in Europe retreated into barbarism and 
tried to destroy us, not for our religious beliefs or 
identity, but to wipe us off the face of the earth, 
defining people as disposable merely for having | 
one Jewish grandparent? One thing we can’t do is 
to give vicarious atonement; often ethical and 
decent German people ask Jews to forgive them for 
the sins of their people who destroyed so much of 
European Jewry. Unfortunately, we don’t have the 
right to forgive on behalf of another, only the vic- 
tim can forgive the oppressor, or God can forgive 
the penitent. What we have to do as a prerequisite 
to reconciliation, is to look honestly with Germans 
and other European Christians at how such an evil 
could arise. The need is more urgent than ever, as 
We see after only 50 years, the rise of ethnic 
cleansing and more concentration camps on the 
European mainland. 


There is something in the Protestant world that 
defines the Jew as the eternal outsider. Perhaps ita 
goes back to Martin Luther who at the beginning © 


the Refor .:.:n had high hopes that the Jews 
would con... When it became obvious that they 
would not i published a pamphlet in 1543 called 
On the Jews and their Lies. There he stated, ‘the 
authorities should forcibly prevent public Jewish 
worship, if necessary by burning their synagogues 
and houses.’ Further, ‘the Jews should be prevent- 
ed from usury (one of the only professions permit- 
ted to Jews by Christian authorities in medieval 
times) by dispossession and forced labour, although 
the better solution would be to expel them from 
Christian lands as happened in Saxony and Hesse!’ 
Those Jews who saw their synagogues burn on 
Kristallnacht in 1938, some of who risked their 
lives to save the holy scrolls, could reflect ruefully 
that there was a respectable Protestant antecedent 
for treating Jewish places of worship in that way. 


A Painful Experience For Us As Jews 

Reading Luther’s words is a painful experience for 
us as Jews. Ít reminds us of the historical back- 
ground within Christian Europe that made it 
acceptable to burn synagogues and expel Jews 
from the only homeland they had ever know. To 
be a minority, to live on the boundary between two 
different societies may be a very creative place to 
be, but it is also a vulnerable and insecure place, 


particularly if that minority is stigmatised for any 
reason. 


I am indebted to Diane Brewster, a Quaker who 
used to teach at Heythrop College, for introducing 
me to a very disconcerting article called 
Antisemitism and the Church: Two Christian Views, 
by Father Eamon Clarke and Revd Robert Ellis in 
the Contemporary Affairs Briefing, 1982. 


In it they compare some of the strictures of Canon 
Law with Nazi Measures:- 


Canonical Law 


Nazi Measures 


Law for the protection of 
German blood and honour 
15-9-35 


Prohibition of intermarriage 

and sexual intercourse between 
Christians and Jews, Synod of 
Elvira 306 


Book burnings in Nazi 
Germany Decree of 25-7-38 


Burning of the Talmud & other 
books, /2th Synod of Toledo 


Christians not permitted to 
patronise Jewish doctors, 
Trulanic Synod 692 
Compulsory ghettos, 

Synod of Breslau 1267 

Jews and Christians not per- 
mitted to eat together, 

Synod of Elvira 306 

Jews not allowed to hold pub- 
lic office, Synod of Clermont 535 


Order by Heydrich 2/-9-39 


Jews banned from dining cars 
30-12-39 


Law for the re-establishment 
of the professional Civil 


T Service 7-4-33 
Christians not permitted to 


attend Jewish ceremonies 
Synod of Vienna 1267 


Friendly relations with Jews 
prohibited 24-10-41 


make extremely uncomfortable reading. One 

can only salute the two priests who wrote the 
book and the Bishop of Ripon who wrote the intro- 
duction, for their courage in facing some of the 
latent anti-Semitism in the Christian tradition and 
the disturbing attitudes it produces. Historically, it 
has a very logical rationale, the way to achieve 
identity and authority as the New Israel, is to dis- 
tance oneself from the Old Israel, which has for- 
feited its role as the people of God. Equally there 
is historical reason for some of the Jewish texts 
which are negative about Christianity which was 
seen by such great authorities as Maimonides as a 
kind of idolatry and denigrated by others as the 
religion of the oppressors. 


Th comparisons cover a whole page and 


But today, 50 years after the horrors of the 
Holocaust and the degradations of the Second 
World War, it is no longer good enough to hide 
behind the rationale given by previous generations. 
We have to let go of the prejudice and misunder- 
standings, that stand in the way of reconciliation 
and see that our two traditions and others are dif- 
ferent ways to the same God. There is a precedent 
in Jewish tradition where the Me’iri, a rabbi who 
lived in Christian France, corrected the misappre- 
hension of Maimonides who lived in Muslim 
Lands and denied that Christianity contained any- 
thing idolatrous. He was extremely open and cour- 
teous in his approach to Christianity and that was 
in the 13th century! The evil that overcame 
Europe in the Nazi period built up over many gen- 
erations. If we are to dismantle that kind of projec- 
tion and hatred and the terrible tragedy that it led 
to, we have to do so brick by brick by facing the 
blind spots in our own traditions so that we can see 
beyond them to true reconciliation. 


Rabbi Helen Freeman * 


Branch News | 


Welcome to 16 New Members in August/September 
Vera Edgar & Jane Lovell - Alston 

Leonard Taylor - Alvechurch 

Merfin Roberts - Holyhead Friendship Circle 

oan Brooks - Kennington 

Sylvia Gibbons - Mansfield Woodhouse 

Margaret Tattersall - Morecambe 

Simon Ingledew - New Tees Group 

Diane Broomhead - Newark Street 

Martha Sommers - Plympton 

ane Lovell & Colin Rickett - S. Regional Project Branch 
Lorna Armstrong & John Cathcart - Skelmorlie & Wemyss Bay 
Brian Perry & Mallory Perry - Stockport 


Diary of a POW (Far East) 
Year one behind barbed wire 

The truth seems almost unreal 

But hope exists that guerillas will fire 
Our way out and freedom to feel. 


Year two - another camp and routine ‘tenkos’ 
Bamboo telegraph rumours rife 

Rice today rice tomorrow soup and taroes 
There must be more than this nightmare life. 


Year three - a new camp in Nippon 

Snow cold and hunger exhaustion at the mine 
The camaraderie between us developed and shone 
Hope and faith surfaced time after time. 


Year four we average a mere six stones 

After absorbing our body protein and fat 
Humans with little flesh and prominent bones 
We must hang on - it’s another hurdle to combat. 


The Allies have fearsome battles in the Pacific 
Island after island to invade and take 

Nearer to Japan they creep their wounds to lick 
Their bravery unsung but it’s make or break. 


Invading Japan would cost thousands of lives 
Perhaps ours too by the Nip camp guards 

The ‘bomb’ has released venom from the skies 
The metamorphosis to our new life is on the cards. 


It’s too late for those we left behind 

Comrades whose lives expired at a premium 
For them we say ‘At the going down of the sun 
And in the morning - we will remember them’. 


This diary may seem a little terse 

But there’s a bookful between each verse 

It’s a long time ago now and yet 

We’re asked to forgive but we’ll never forget. 


Reg Normandale 
Wellingborough (M) 


The Branch/Group sub-Committee wishes to thank 
all Branches who completed the Branch Report so hon- 
estly. The replies were most interesting to read, particu- 
larly details about all the work being done in local com- 
munities and we welcome the new initiatives being 
undertaken, 


Methods Administration Officer, Jobn Biggerstaff, is seen 
cheque to David Hill on his retirement as 


endship Circle Development Officer. 


presenting a 
National Fri 
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Great Birthday Cake Appeal -Headquarters at 
Wendover raised £48 towards the cake appeal, but first off 
the mark was Trustee Nora Bloxham who raised an impres- 
sive £53 when 19 neighbours turned up to sample her culi- 
nary skills at her home in Dorset. We hope that other mem- 
bers will respond, and send their reports to Branch News. 


BO 


The hard work of David & Beryl Collins in producing a 
splendid exhibition of over 800 photographs, entitled 
Around the World in Eighty Years, resulted in a week- 
long publicity event in the Hoddesdon Branch rooms at 
their lovely old building which fronts Hoddesdon High 
Street. There were many Toc H visitors to the exhibition, 
which gave an historical perspective of 80 years of Toc H in 
all the countries in which it has been associated. 
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Connie Pring, member of The Friends of Talbot House, was 
driver for 17 members from Swindon, Weymouth, Hythe 
and Rushden on a recent trip to Talbot House, writes David 
Pope of Swindon Branch. For David it had been a gap of 34 
years, and he found that the house ‘had gained in vitality’ 


Cheltenham Branch have knitted nearly 100 jumpers for 
Rwandan and Bosnian refugee children since October. The 
Chairman is seen holding the 96th top. The men are more 
help at fundraising, than knitting for this project! 


Former Toc H member Helen Hodgkinson writes: ‘When 
I was a member of Toc H I was married to Ronald 
Tolchard Temple and we were members of branches at 
Biggleswade. In Spring 1966 we became warden and 
housekeeper of Mark XX at Putney. Sadly Ron died only 
six months after we moved there, and I wanted to leave a 
memory of him. I worked in crochet the verse we use at 
all Toc H meetings, Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and glorify your Father which ts 
in Heaven. This hung in the Biggleswade meeting room, 
but now that Biggleswade Ladies Branch have had to 
leave the place they met in for so many happy years, I am 
pleased that my framed crochet (3° x 18”) is now on dis- 
play at Toc H headquarters.’ 


Sandown/Shanklin Branch joined Parkhurst Ladies for a 
week’s holiday at Alison House. Five ladies from 
Parkhurst ‘brought the house down’ with a marvellous 
evening of entertainment. 


St Albans Branches held a Share the Peace service, which 
included the Mayor of St Albans reading the lessons and Enid 
Lyall, pilot of the women’s branch, lighting the lamp and 
reading a prayer. National Chaplain Alan Johnson was the 
preacher at the service conducted by local Toc H chaplain 
Revd David Monkton. Over 200 people attended. 


Pat Ingham writes that a Thanksgiving Service for 70 years 
of Toc H in the Borough was held at the farewell meeting 
on 26 June of the former Richmond (Surrey) Men’s and 
Women’s Branches, which amalgamated in 1980 and 
recently had to close due to the ill health of many of the 
remaining members. The service was conducted by the 
Revd Roy Bones and the Benediction given by the Rt 
Revd Alan Rogers. Staff members John Biggerstaff and 
John Burgess also spoke at the meeting. 


Headquarters Garden Party in late June was a great success 
and visitors from many branches joined staff in the lovely gar- 
den at Wendover. One of the highlights was a traditional 
(continued on page 12/13) 


Morris Dance display. 


Rogie eins 


NFU CAMEO : 

l have much sympathy with Rosemary Marshall’s revulsion 
at some of our treatment of animals today. I agree that much 
of it is profoundly wrong, because it is cruel, greedy and 
selfish. However, I must take issue with her reference to 
‘playing God’. 


A recent circular from the Parliamentary Science and 
Technology Committee, on Human Genetics, referred to 
germ line intervention, (that is, genetic interventions that 
then carry on into succeeding generations). The Committee 
asked, ‘Would this be playing God?’ and then went on to ask 
“What does that mean, and would it be wrong?’ It is unusu- 
al, and pleasing, for such a committee to raise profound theo- 
logical questions. 


The answer is, surely, that there’s nothing wrong with 
‘playing God’ in itself. We have been ‘playing God’ ever 
since we first grafted a rose, or vaccinated a child, or 
transplanted an organ. Humans DO intervene and change the 
natural order all the time, and if that is ‘playing God’, so be 
it. 1 would even say ‘Thank God they do!’...there is at least 
one valued Toc H member alive today because his heart has 
a pig’s valve in it - glory be! You can ‘play God’ for good 
or evil. 


Rosemary says that ‘playing God’ can only lead to greatly 
increased suffering for the animals ...but that’s not 
necessarily true (though very likely)... genetic interventions 
can reduce suffering as well. If it does indeed lead to 
increased suffering, it is wrong and grossly immoral because 
of that suffering, not simply because it is ‘playing God’. 


The new advances in genetic technology raise huge ethical 
issues. We do not have any traditional morality which tells 
us, neatly, what is right and what is wrong; whether it is right 
or wrong to breed pigs with human organs which can then be 
used for human transplants; whether it is right or wrong to 
breed cows that produce ‘human’ milk which human babies 
can live on; whether it is right or wrong to intervene to 
ensure a foetus is male, or black, or white, or not in some 
way disabled, or tall or short; and so on. Somehow we have 
to engage in a serious debate to try and hammer out a new 
ethical approach to deal with this, but references to ‘playing 
God’ do not greatly advance it. 

John Mitchell 

Aylesbury 


Challenging Fixed Ideas and Prejudices 

I was most interested to read in the May Point three the piece about 
Challenging Fixed Ideas and Prejudices. I thought it was an excel- 
lent idea. Imagine my total surprise, therefore, when I read the 
CAMEO report on Men and Women. It sounded like some of the 
worst forms of feminist brain-washing which used to be practised in 
the 70s and 80s at ‘women’s groups’. 


I do hope that it was the report which was at fault and that Lee 
Collins did not indulge in the “women as victim’ angle so beloved 
by and regurgitated ad nauseam by magazines for the ‘modern’ 
woman today. The report merely dealt with vague gencralisations 
about prejudice against women in the workplace and implied that 
they receive less pay than men. Legislation has been passed to deal 
with both these matters and can be used by women. 


I noticed that: ‘the men became confused and frustrated, sometimes 
even angry’. I can share their sentiments if the group work proced- 
ed along the biased lines indicated by the report. So, instead of 
dealing in vague generalisations from one side only, and without 
any facts and figures to back them up, let us take a closer look, in 
the interests of ‘fair thinking’ at the other side - with their attendant 
facts and figures in support - just for a change. | freely admit to 
there being prejudice at work in this country, but a vast amount of it 
is against men, and there is no legislation to deal with it. 


In the matter of divorce, for example, the c vt urejudice against 
men is massive. Why, do you suppose. arz Haut quarters of all 
divorces sought by wives? Because they know full well that the 
court will award them custody of the children imn $0% of cases, that 
they will mostly keep the family home and its contents and that they 
will be awarded a sizeable chunk of their husband s salary. On the | 
other hand a man has to find new accommodation, is allowed only 

occasional contact with his children, and in some cases none at al, 

and suddenly finds himself in a poverty trap. Because of extortion- 

ate demands by the CSA, 12 men have already committed suicide, 


A glaring example of legal prejudice against men is, of course, in 
rape trials where a man can be accused, merely on the word of a 
woman, and his name is splashed all over the papers. If he is subse- 
quently found to be innocent, even if the woman admits that she 
made up the whole story, as quite a number have, she is still not 
named, The man might have spent months in prison, have lost his 
good name and career, and the real culprit goes unpunished. 


When the DPP examines cases of spousal murder, they send for 
trial those whom they have reasonable hope of convicting, irrespec- 
tive of their sex. Yet in spousal murder trials 75% of husbands are 
found guilty, but only 25% of wives. The lace handkerchief and 
the tears always seem to do the trick with a male judge! 


In the matter of health, prejudice against men is legendary. In 1929 
men died one year earlier than women. Every decade since, that 
margin has increased by a year so that now the average man dies six 
years earlier than the average woman. And what urgent action is 
the Government taking to find out why? Absolutely none! I 
suspect that, if the sexes had been reversed, we would have had a 
Royal Commission set up to enquire into the matter years ago. For 
30 years cancer of the cervix has been the object of a massive and 
expensive screening programme that was never properly tested and 
is still of doubtful clinical value. It kills just over 2,000 women a 
year. Last year 13,500 men died of prostate cancer, but there is still 
no national screening programme for men. Prejudice? 


I suspect that quite a number of men reading this will be in the 
60-65 age group. If so, they will be aware that during that period 
the Government of this country penalises them to the tune of over 
£20,000 for being a man. This is the sum that men do not receive 
in state pension but which woman do. (Also taking into account the 
NHS stamp). A man in this age group also does not receive free 
prescriptions, a woman does. A man cannot get a bus pass, a 
woman can. Now that's prejudice! 


And just spare a thought for the loyal Labour Party man who has 
been told by the local selection committee that he is banned from 
standing as a candidate because he is a man. No woman is banned 
from standing as a candidate. Last year, of every nine new jobs 
created, no less than eight went to women. Whereas women are 
often given preference in the jobs market to get more of them into 
Jobs previously done by men, no thought is given to priority for 
men to get into jobs like librarianship, bank and building society 
tellers or shop assistants. And why is there a ‘take your daughters 
to work" trust, but not one for sons? 


So, you see, there is another side to prejudice and one which is 
rarely considered. That is why the UK Men's Movement was 
launched last July - to consider these issues on behalf of men; and 
not before time. As Toc H was founded by men I think it ill 
behoves it to grant a platform for the promulgation of flawed 
feminist doctrines in sponsored activities such as CAMEOs. I do 
hope a greater degree of even-handedness is shown in any future 
consideration of Men and Women topics. Perhaps it would be a 
good idea to also have a male leader of such a CAMEO group to 
ensure that men get fair play. 

David Hughes 

Newport 


In reply to David Hughes’ letter, I am sorry that he felt my 
report was ‘feminist brain-washing’. I must say that this was 
not the opinion of the women, or any of the men, who 
Participated in the Men and Women CAMEO. 


I believe Mr Hughes has unfairly judged my CAMEO before 
finding out a little more about it. Had he done so, he might 
not have felt the necessity to justify his opinions through the 
letters page of Point three. For example, the CAMEO was 
not led by a woman alone. In fact, a woman and a man 
worked in partnership to organise ard facilitate this work. 
With the support of the National CAMEO Development 


Officer. 1 am hoping, ‘9 organise another CAMEO, looking 
at similar issues of genaer. | would like to invite David 
Hughes to this CAMZO and I would also welcome a contri- 
bution from the UK Men’s Movement. 

| hope this offers the even-handedness that David is looking 
for and that it will provide him with an Opportunity of 
becoming a little more informed. 


Lee Colli 
Co-Leader Men and Women CAMEO, Cau 


Reconciliation $ 

if Mgr. Kent’s article Reconciliation was intended to be 
rovocative, maybe we sometimes need to be provoked, but 

only if it is at the same time constructive. ‘We in the rich 

world’ implies that it is our personal fault that banks operate 

as they do, or that arms are sold to third world countries. 


There is not a political party that would abandon our armed 
forces; how much worse would the Bosnian situation have 
been without the military presence of NATO? And does he 
seriously infer that we deconstruct the entire banking sys- 
tem? Who would benefit if every country were equally 
poor? Goods, too, can only be sold for which there is a mar- 
ket; arms would not be supplied to other countries unless 
they wished to buy them. 


To listen with respect to the views of others cannot mean that 
we don’t see where they are mistaken. Mgr. Kent’s article 
was not only aggressive, it was seriously flawed. 


Revd Alan Brannagan 
Oswestry 


Penny Wise, Pound Foolish 

Toc H has many things of which to be justifiably proud, 
and the work done at Port Penrhyn adventure centre must 
stand high in the list of the Movement’s achievements. 


Opened in 1975 by HM The Queen, the 30 bed centre, stand- 
ing on the quayside of the Menai Straits, has given thousands 
of people opportunities to explore the beauty of the 
Snowdonia National Park and the Menai and Anglesey area. 


But, perhaps more importantly, it has given them the chance 
to discover themselves and their potential by realising self- 
esteem and abilities they did not know they possessed. 
Sadly, Toc H has allowed short term considerations to lead it 
to abandon this most exciting expression of ‘frontier’ work 
and, of course, this facility - situated in one of the most beau- 
tiful parts of the country - is now lost forever, with minimal 
financial saving to Toc H. It is hoped that some other organ- 
isation may continue similar work there, but this is by no 
means certain. 


Toc H spends some £1.5 million plus each year on develop- 
ment, membership and organisation, administration, etc, and 
it seems to some that the saving of the very small sum it 
would have taken to keep the work of Port Penrhyn as a 
recreation and reconciliation centre is a case of penny wise 
and pound foolish. 


Toc H has a tradition of using outdoor pursuits and the resi- 
dential experience to help in the persona! development of 
people of all ages. It still does this in other places and long 
may it continue, sadly however without Port Penrhyn. 
Ted Tunnadine 
Sutton Coldfield 


Thank you 

] would like to express my sincere gratitude to all members 
of Toc H who gave me so much support and encouragement 
during my recent long stay in the John Radcliffe Hospital. 


Arthur Heffernan 
Newbury 
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ae Appreciation of Alison House 

© were a party of 25, from the Isle of Wight (Sandown 
Joint and Parkhurst Women’s Branch), and have just 
returned from a most enjoyable week at Alison House. 


The weather was good, the house charming, the room 

p k s ve 
comfortable and the decor very pleasing and restful. The 
food was delicious and the grounds and surrounding country- 
side simply delightful. Bill and Dorothy Pepper, our hosts, 


and their staff Spared nothing to make our holiday special - 
and it certainly was! 


To anyone wanting a refreshing break, we recommend 
Alison House, and feel sure that they, like us, will want to 
return there again and again. 
Doris Foxworthy 
Newport, Isle of Wight 


Visitors to Alison House will know of the many amenities 
provided by the Friends of Alison House - television, dish- 
washer, kettles in bedrooms, chairs and curtains in lounges - 
to name but a few. Faith Hewitt has been the treasurer since 
1978 and has now decided to retire, though she will still 
remain a member of the committee. 


I am sure that all visitors would wish me to thank Faith, on 
their behalf, for all the work she has put into the job over the 
years. We are most grateful to her. 
Betty Kuphal 
Treasurer, Friends of Alison House, Wolverhampton 


Tower Hill Map 

I have been given a map by a friend who was a member of 
Tenterden (Kent) Branch until it closed some years ago. It is 
called A decorative map of Tower Hill and District, and mea- 
sures 20” wide by 15” deep. 


Centre top is All Hallows, with drawings of Lovatt Lane, 
Billingsgate Market, St Dunstan’s Church, the South Door of 
All Hallows, and Crutched Friars House down the sides. All 
Hallows is in the centre, along with Talbot House, Water 
Lane, St Mary at Hill, and Wakefield House and garden. 


It is a very detailed pen and ink drawing by M R Sherley 
and dated 1949. It has the Lamp of the Magnificat , together 
with the Four Points of the Compass. It came from the 
Toc H Women’s Association, Crutched Friars, in January 
1951. I have had it framed and it is a very interesting piece 
of work. Can anyone give me some idea of the story behind 
the map? 

Evelyn Hunt 

St Albans 


Well Done! 

I am writing to congratulate the editorial team for the quite 
brilliant June edition of Point three. 1 ordered an extra 50 
copies, and have sent most of them to people who I think 
would like to make a contribution to the work of Toc H. 


| have already received one cheque for £ 300 and I’m sure 
this response would not have been so generous had it not 
been for the impact of Point three. 


It is not only impressive contributions like the article from 
Bruce Kent, but the work of members like Ian Moore which 
we need to hear more about. I have long felt that if more 
people heard about the work of Toc H, then more would be 
attracted to participate. 


There are many good things happening in Toc H and Point 
three remains an excellent way for us to hear about them. 
Most of all it is a great way to let people outside the 
Movement know about our values and what we do as Toc H 
members. 
David Harrison 
Bristol 


Branch News 


ay with the ‘longest 
street party’ in Weymouth. They celebrated the 80th birthday 
with a Flower Festival, attended by the Lord and Mayoress of 
the Borough, which was followed by an evening concert at St 
Mary’s Church, Weymouth. 


Wi 


RO 


< Pisa a 
Gualter de Mello is seen cutting a cake to celebrate 33 years of 
Prideaux House. 


Cambridge Branch have shared in four special events in 
our 80th year. These included welcoming members from 
Rushden and Kempston for an inspiring talk by the 
Director, in which he encouraged members ‘to face the 
present challenges in our society and to step out in faith.’ 
The branch also arranged the first presentation of a video 
film on the life of Rupert Brooke,who died 80 years ago - 
this was made by branch member Joe Higgins. 
a R S i 


; EE 
Parkhurst Women’s Branch were invited to join the Royal 
British Legion for their Drum Head service of thanksgiving 
on VE Day. Eva Egerton Read is seen carrying the Toc H 
banner through the town. 
ackie Ramage writes that the Branch Friendship Day on June 
10 was a huge success and raised £558 for the Friends of 
Khasdobir. 


EN 

A recent fundraising event in aid of the Toc H Girls Group, 
Cleveland, was prompted by an article in a local paper about 
Toc H work with the girls. Three members of staff from the 
Rebels Bar (Moores Leisure), Stockton, carried out a sponsored 
slim. They lost four stones between them and raised £400 for 
the Group’s funds. The three slimmers, Peter Welch, Jeff 
Hewitson and Bill Richardson are seen presenting the cheque 
to Toc H volunteer Heidi Elliott and several members of the 


girls group. 


Development Officer Tom Elliott recently arranged a joint 
weekend at Colsterdale for 14-19 year olds, on behalf of the 
Rotary Club and Toc H. All the members of the project 
expressed a wish to get more involved in helping in their local 
community as a result of the weekend. The photo shows staff 
members Barry Englefield and Tom Elliott with Rotary 
District Governor Harry Gordon, Rotary District 
Community Services Chairman/Toc H member Andrew 
Grieve and participants. 


A Training Event for project leaders was held by 
Skelmorlie and Wemyss Bay Branch at Stroove House in 
mid-June. This was followed by a branch project, involv- 
ing the creation of a vegetable garden in the grounds of 
Stroove in August. 
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Congratulations to biuien Stone, receptionist at 


Headquarters, who raised £192.70 for the Friends of 
Khasdobir in the Wycombe Half Marathon in Ty] 
Helen finished the run in 2 hours 22 mins! 3 


The recent Board of Trustees Meeting of the 

Toc H India Executive Council. Chairman Mr J 
Japamony, Toc H India Commissioner, Mr H S Joseph 
Toc H Executive General Secrertary and Mr K Varnes 
Toc H Project Officer. i 


The West Mids and South Wales Region celebrated the 80th 
birthday of Toc H by hosting a group of Russian Christians 
from Novosibirsk, Siberia. They have seen Toc H in action all 
over the country during their month’s stay in July The group 
made contact with Toc H through Frank Adey of Cheltenham 
Branch, a member of the Gloucester Peace and Friendship 
Group. From left to right are: Eric Varley - Cheltenham 
Branch, Anna, Olga, Malcolm Tait - Gloucester Branch, 
Frank Adey, Irena and Rob Clifford (Gloucester Peace & 
Friendship). 


Margaret Cowley of Fish Hoek 
Branch, South Africa, reminds 
us that this is the 70th birthday 
of the branch: ‘The Toc H fami- 
ly have made such a difference to 
my life. I have spent 30 happy 
years with them at Fish Hoek 
and, after 60 years in Toc H,1 
rejoice that I am still able to run 
i my life by the Toc H compass. 


Lambeth Palace Reception - 18 Ju y 


Th i 
Cae eee of Canterbury, Dr Carey, and Mrs 
a : joined Chairman Mary Edwards National 
$ u a Revd Alan Johnson and Diecon Mike 
rd at a reception at Lambeth Palace on 18 July. 


ie BES leading figures in a number of faiths, 

add ite voluntary and other organisations, politicians 

g plomats, as well as members of Toc H - and there 
ere many well-loved and familiar faces, such as Tom 


Gulliver, who had J 
iol pe travelled from New Milton, Hampshire 


Over 100 people attended the reception, which was a great 
a and The Archbishop and Mrs Carey spent a con- 
siderable amount of time talking among the guests. 


E 
we, = 
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ODF at W ork in 


me i Cae, ¢ 

uring a holiday in South Africa I had the 
De of visiting the Toc H Etheredge 

Centre and of meeting its Development 
Officer, Ambrose Mathe and his wife Lindiwe. 
Toc H Executive Officer Yvonne Knapp drove 
my wife and I to the Centre and she and 
Ambrose told us something of the exciting plans 
for the development of Toc H South Africa. 


But first things first. Ambrose and Lindiwe were 
married towards the end of last year. The one- 
roomed hut in which Ambrose eal lived as a 
bachelor was clearly no longer adequate, but it 
was felt desirable that he should continue to live 
at the Centre. Toc H South Africa, using money 
donated from the UK Overseas Development 
Fund, have therefore bought them a caravan. 
Ambrose and Lindiwe seem delighted with this 
cheap solution to the problem and showed us 
their new accommodation with pride. 


The Centre consists of a large main hall, with a 
spacious kitchen, a fine, brick built ablution 
block and two dormitory blocks with bunk beds 
which are now in urgent need of upgrading. 
There’s a soccer teh and playground equipment 
on site. The Centre is used largely for the project 
programme developed by Ambrose. Throughout 
all school holiday ieee groups of children, 
mainly from orphanages, come to the Centre for 
periods of a few days or a week. Volunteers are 
mostly recruited from Soweto and some of them 
have been coming to the Centre regularly for a 
year or more. Attempts are being made to initi- 
ate volunteer groups back home so that they may 
continue their Toc H involvement on a more 
local basis. 


Now, however, Ambrose and Yvonne are explor- 
ing the development of a much more ambitious 
programme, in partnership with a commercial 
rural technology group. The aim will be to equip 
people with appropriate skills to earn a living in 


amie LA iat i GE a RD AA. 
rural areas, working initially with people 
employed by the mining company trom whom 
the Centre’s site is leased. These people come 
from desperately poor rural areas and are 
employed on short-term contracts. If they can 
return home with new skills they may be able, 
not merely to sustain themelves and their families 
but to contribute to the development of the 
whole area. 


This project is still being worked out in detail. It 
will require considerable financial backing from 
outside Toc H, including the upgrading of the 
accommodation at the Centre. But if it comes off 
it will enable Toc H to make a significant contri- 
bution to the building of the new South Africa. 


eanwhile Toc H South Africa is hoping to 
N / | re-create its Volunteer scheme. In the ite 

1960s and early 1970s there were a num- 
ber of flourishing young people’s groups. Many 
of these Volunteers went on to become Toc H 
members and several have played an important 
part in the leadership of the Movement (including 
Yvonne Knapp, former national chairman Dion 
Roder and our own John Dickson). But that gen- 
eration (mostly people now in their 40s) failed to 
recruit tneir successors and the groups died. 
Toc H is still in touch with many oi the people 
and a reunion is being planned. The hope is that 
some of them will be willing to support the 
efforts of a full-time volunteer (funded with the 
aid of the UK Overseas Development Fund grant) 
to establish new Volunteer groups. Toc H South 
Africa urgently needs the infusion of a new gener- 
ation. This seems like the way to bring it about. 


I was encouraged by what I heard of the plans for 
future development. I was also encouraged by 
seeing how much the comparatively small 
amount of money sent through the Overseas 
Development Fund is able to help them to 
achieve. Ken Prideaux-Brune 
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On the publicity side, articles have been poppin 
There have probably been some that we don’t 


The Toc H project providing the support team and the publicity has four volunteers from England, three from Belgium 


one from Scotland and one from Italy. They are all new to Toc H. We hope to use The Challenge to tell the world about 
jour wonderful Movement. You can contact the leaders directly on 01933 227701 or 01933 224672 


We regret to announce the death of 
the following members: 


Tributes 


Muriel Baines 
Joan Macintosh 
Mildred Moore 
John Todd 


Victor Audsley 
Robert Baird 

Hilda Butler 
Ronald Cottingham 
David Gutherie 

W ‘Eveline’ Howes 
William Mackie 
Herbert Mandley 
Harry McGavin 
Harold Minty 
Charles Robinson 
Walter Herbert 
Jack Whalley 
Percival Yeo 


Queenie Cook 
David Cosford 
Grace Clayton 
Norman Kirrane 
Dorothy Orr 


Haywain District 
West Essex District 
Cheltenham 

St Annes-on-Sea 


Barrow-on-Humber 
Levenmouth 

Grays 

Central Branch 
Middlesbrough 
Newport 

Uxbridge 

London District 
Largs 

N Bucks/Oxford District 
Northants District 
Lincoln District 
Great Harwood 

S E Hants District 


Hartley Wintney 
Wellingborough 
St Albans 
Rochdale 

Tyne & Wear 


John Pugh 
Lottie Tye 


Porthmadog 
Rushden 


Fareham 
Lyme Bay District 


Not Amy Gibbons 
previously M ‘Sybil’ Rees 
recorded 


David Cosford was a member of Wellingborough Branch from 10 March 
1972 until he died on 13 July 1995. His first contact with Toc H was in 1956 
when, as a schoolboy, he was brought along to the branch by his father, 
Frank, to supplement the cricket team. Over the years David has held every 
official position with the Branch, but will best be remembered for his knowl- 
edge and handling of money and how to deal with landlords. Although 
younger than most of us, (he was only 51), David was father-confessor to us 
all and was always willing to listen. He was generosity personified, he 
loved music and shared that love with everybody. A true Toc H’er, he will 
not be forgotten and his ‘rent for his room on earth’ will be with us always. 
David's Light and good works will certainly shine before men. Farewell, 
good friend. HCB 


Robert Baird will be sadly missed in Levenmouth Branch, for his cheerful 
Personality. He joined Oakley Branch, then helped to open Levenmouth 
Branch and became secretary and filled that office until he passed on. He 
was treasurer of Tayforth District Branch until it closed. Robert enjoyed his 
time with Toc H HL 


but was keen and Icarned quickly, becoming a loyal and enthusiastic mem- 
ber. She was always cheerful and her one complaint was that her health pre- 
vented her from being more active in the Branch. Six members attended her 
funcral, where The Ceremony of Light was taken, and the lamp remained itt 
on the altar for the whole of the Service. A fitting tribute for a very coura 
Beous member who will be sorely missed. D 


Great Harwood Branch has suffered a grevious loss in the sudden death of 
Jack Whalley. He was an enthusiastic member and for the last few years 
had been Job Master and Deputy Chairman. He took an active part in all 
Branch activities and was usually one of the first to volunteer when calls 
were made for help in the community. He was a leading member of the 
local Methodist Church and served as Trustee of a charity which helped the 
sick and disabled. Jack's life embodied everything that Toc H stands for, 
and he will be greatly missed but remembered with affection and pride by us 
all. It has been a privilege to know him and to share in his friendship and 
service. We thank God for his life, enthusiasm and sense of humour. 

DE 


It was with sadness that we at Barrow-on-Humber Toc H heard of the death 
of Victor Charles Audsley, or Vic as we all knew him. He died suddenly 
on 15 June four days before his 86th birthday. He was an active member in 
his time, holding office as Chairman and a DEC representative for many 
years. Vic was a true friend and, as we say in our prayer, leap with joy to 
any task for others, Vic did just that. He will be much missed by Branch 
members and our thoughts and prayers are with his family. AC 


It is with regret that the death of David Guthrie, pilot of Middlesbrough 
Branch, must be reported. He came to the area during the war and quickly 
made contact with Toc H. He lived his life according to the Four Points of 
the Compass in thinking fairly, loving widely, witnessing humbly and build- 
ing bravely. It is a measure of the man that it has taekn five peaple to take 
over his ‘jobs’ at the local church of St Margarets. At the going down of the 
sun and in the moming we will remember Dave. N 


Rushden Afternoon Branch are deeply saddened by the death of their Pilot, 
Lottie Tye, on 7 June. Lottie was a cheerful, willing member, whose deep 
Christain faith shone through in everything she did. She was one of those 
rare people who would really listen to our problems and concems, always 
giving understanding and support. She was loved and respected by everyone 
who knew her and will be greatly missed. We give thanks for her life. g 
E 


John Leah, Chairman of the Alison House Management Committee, died on 
9 June. He joined the Committee in November 1990 and became Chairman 
in August 1992. His association with Alison House began several years ear- 
lier, through the Mansfield House history society. He also enjoyed painting 
and became a regular visitor to the summer painting weeks where he made 
many friends. John's love of Alison House eventually led him to serve on 
the Management Committee, where his accountancy skills were much appre- 
ciated. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him. ra 


One of the members of Hartley Wintney Women’s Branch, Queenie Cook, 
has died at the age of 88. For the past few years she had been a resident in 
Thurlston House, Fleet, following a stroke from which she recovered. Until 
her illness she was an active member of the Branch and will be missed, 


It is with deep regret that Newport Women’s Branch report the death of 
Evelyn Howes, a very long standing member Her expertise as a 
plantswoman and her numerous abilities will be sorely missed by the 


Branch. 


We are sorry to report the death of our friend Harold Minty at the age of 
Bd. He heaiteen RT of Toc H since before the Second World War 
and was Treasurer of Oxford and North Hinksey Branch until it dete ae 


irrg 


Acknowledging the Spiritual nature 


a 


OPENING A | 
WHOLE NEW WORLD | 


The Story of Winant 
Clayton Volunteers 


A Toc H CAMEO 
Friday 6th to Sunday 8th October 


Toc H encourages us to acknowledge the spiritual 
nature of man, but what is that spiritual nature? Was 
Jesus just a good man who, by example, encouraged 
us to explore how we all live together? Or was he a 
man of spiritual miracles who is still alive today? 


You are invited to attend a weekend CAMEO at 
Lindridge House, Kingsteignton, Devon. 

Over the two days, a mixed group of participants 
will consider the nature of their beliefs and will 
attempt to construct just one corporate act of cele- 
bration. 


This is likely to be an intense experience, but it may 
also be one of help to people who want to deepen 
their understanding of themselves, or of their faith. 


For further details please call Anne Cooper, 
on 01380 860174 


A fascinating history of almost 50 years of the Winant 
Clayton Volunteers, available from: 
Winant Clayton Volunteers, Davenant Centre, 
179 Whitechapel Road, London El IDU. 
At only £4, this is essential reading, for anyone interested 
in the history of Toc H 


Talbot House, Poperinge - Honorary Wardens 1996 
The main duties of volunteer Honorary Wardens at 
Talbot House are to assist the staff during the day (such as 
minding the souvenir shop and making tea for visitors), to 
be available after office hours (answering phone enquiries 
and greeting new arrivals) and generally making sure that 
both residents and visitors are nappy. 


A daily expense allowance is payable, together with travel 
costs. Wardens are needed for the second half of 
February, March, June, July, August and November. 

For more Mae Martine Boone, Admin/Liaison 
Officer, Talbot House, Gasthutsstraat 43, 

B - 8970 Poperinge, Belgium 


A celebration of 80 years of Toc H 
-Old Colwyn Methodist Church 
Saturday 23 September 1995 
Service at 4pm 
followed by tea and an evening concert. 


Further details from Gwilym Edwards: 
01745 832091 


Alison House - Contact Bill Pepper 01629 822316 


Alison House is the former Dower House of the Richard Arkwright family and stands within 7 acres of seclud- 
ed grounds on the outskirts of Cromford. It is an ideal base for those wishing to explore the beautiful 
Derbyshire countryside and the wealth of attractions in the locality. 


Over the last few years Alison House has seen many improvements. The Cottage en-suites, along with the con- 
servatory and new patio area which have improved the gardens, have given great pleasure to visitors through- 
out the year. 


| Together with those who have enjoyed the Spring and Summer Programme, Alison House has also been the 
al venue for educational groups, holiday groups, walkers and artists, Christian retreats, the U3A, along with day 
conferences, private parties and anniversaries. 


Throughout all the improvements and alterations, Alison House has retained the Toc H spirit of love and car- 
ing which has been its hallmark over the years. If you have not already booked your holiday or group activity 
for next year, Alison House could be the place for you. 
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